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8TH NATIONAL SYMPOSIUM OF 

WOMEN IN REAL ESTATE
Dear Friends of the Schack Institute of Real Estate,

It is our great pleasure to welcome you to the Eighth National Symposium of Women in Real 
Estate (WiRE 2025). Each year, our panelists and speakers convene to discuss the most 
pressing and timely topics shaping the real estate industry. This Symposium continues to 
grow in impact, thanks to the extraordinary work of our advisory board members, co-chairs, 
faculty, and staff.

Bringing together women serving in senior leadership roles at many of the industry’s most 
prominent firms provides unique insights and sparks wide-ranging discussions on investment, 
financing, development, technology, and the future of the built environment. Over the 
years, the Symposium has also evolved to better engage industry leaders while serving our 
students, creating a platform that blends thought leadership with mentorship.

The opportunity for our students to connect with senior women in real estate is now a 
cornerstone of this event. Through structured networking, mentorship, and dialogue, students 
build relationships that extend far beyond the Symposium—relationships that develop into 
mentorship, friendship, professional connections, and even employment opportunities. We 
are deeply grateful to all who generously give their time to advise and inspire the next 
generation of real estate leaders.

On behalf of the students, faculty, administration, and broader community of the NYU 
SPS Schack Institute of Real Estate, we are honored to announce our Keynote Fireside 
Chat featuring Kara McShane, Global Head of Commercial Real Estate at Wells Fargo, in 
conversation with Nicole Young, Managing Director and Head of CRE Portfolio Management 
at Wells Fargo. This exclusive session, along with our dynamic panels and your participation, 
will once again serve as a hallmark of the Symposium—setting it apart as one of the most 
meaningful gatherings of women leaders in real estate today.

We are delighted to welcome you to this year’s Symposium and look forward to another 

inspiring and impactful event.

MARC NORMAN
Larry & Klara Silverstein Chair in Real Estate Development & Investment, and Associate Dean 

of the Schack Institute of Real Estate



CONFERENCE AGENDA

STUDENT AND MENTOR CHECK IN

SPEED NETWORKING

BREAKFAST AND REGISTRATION

WELCOME ADDRESS AND INTRODUCTION

MARC NORMAN, Larry & Klara Silverstein 
Chair in Real Estate Development & 
Investment, and Associate Dean of the 
Schack Institute of Real Estate

LAURIE GOLUB, COO and Senior Managing 
Director, Affinius Capital LLC

KEYNOTE AND FIRESIDE CHAT 
(No Press in the Room)

NICOLE YOUNG, Managing Director, Head 
of CRE Portfolio Management, Wells Fargo 
[Moderator]

KARA MCSHANE, Global Head of 
Commercial Real Estate, Wells Fargo

PRESENTATION OF THE WIRE LEADERSHIP AWARD

FINANCE

CHRISTINE O’CONNELL, Partner, King & 
Spalding LLP [Moderator]

ABBE FRANCHOT BOROK, Managing 
Director, Head of US Debt, BGO

MELISSA FARRELL, Managing Director, 
Head of U.S. Originations, PGIM Real Estate 

JEEHAE LEE, Senior Managing Director, 
Deputy Chief Investment Officer, Bridge 
Investment Group

JILLIAN MARIUTTI, Senior Director, JLL 
Capital Markets

PRESENTATION OF WIRE SCHOLARSHIPS

LUNCH AND ECONOMIC OUTLOOK

BARBARA BYRNE DENHAM, Lead 
Economist, Oxford Economics



ALTERNATIVE INVESTMENTS

SANDRA JACOBSON, New York Office 
Operating Partner, Allen Matkins 
[Moderator]

WHITNEY ARCARO, Executive Vice 
President & Chief Revenue Officer, 
Residential, RXR

KATIE KURTZ, CEO, Denholtz

JOCELYN MCCASLIN, Vice President, 
Hyperscale Leasing, Corscale Data Centers

SARA B. QUEEN, Managing Director and 
Head of Real Estate Equity, MetLife 
Investment Management

OFFICE

LAURINDA MARTINS, Partner and 
Co-Chair, Real Estate Department, Fried 
Frank [Moderator]

CHRISTINA CHIU, President, Empire State 
Realty Trust

EB KELLY, Senior Managing Director & Head 
of Rockefeller Center, Tishman Speyer

CYNTHIA WASSERBERGER, Vice Chairman, 
JLL

LAUREN YOUNG, Managing Partner, 
Investments Real Estate, Brookfield Asset 
Management

CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT

AVELINA BURBRIDGE, Avelina Burbridge, 
Counsel, Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP 
[Moderator]

MEG BROD, Senior Managing Director, 
Rockefeller Group

SABRINA GLEIZER, Partner and Chief 
Operating Officer of Real Estate Equity, BDT 
& MSD Partners

SARAH HAWKINS, Senior Managing 
Director, Head of U.S. East, Hines

COLLEEN J. WENKE, President and Chief 
Operating Officer, Taconic Partners

CLOSING REMARKS

LINDA FOGGIE, Global Head of Real Estate and Corporate Services, Scotiabank

NETWORKING RECEPTION



SELECTED INDUSTRY EVENTS

58th Annual Conference on Capital Markets in Real Estate
Wednesday, December 3, 2025
The Pierre Hotel
2 East 61st Street, at 5th Avenue
New York, NY 10065

8th Annual Conference on Sustainable Real Estate
Monday, February 2, 2026
NYU Kimmel Center
60 Washington Square South
New York, NY 10012

30th Annual REIT Symposium
Wednesday, March 25, 2026
The Pierre Hotel
2 East 61st Street, at 5th Avenue
New York, NY 10065

2nd National Conference on Real Estate Development
Wednesday, June 11, 2026
NYU Kimmel Center
60 Washington Square South
New York, NY 10012

In addition to our globally recognized industry events, the NYU SPS Schack 
Institute of Real Estate hosts events throughout the academic year for the Schack 
community. For more information on our upcoming events, please contact us at 
schack.conference@nyu.edu.

FOLLOW SCHACK ON SOCIAL MEDIA
facebook.com/NYUSchack

instagram.com/NYUSchackInstitute

linkedin.com/school/nyuschack

x.com/NYUSchack

Twitter Handle: @NYUSchack

http://www.nyu.edu/admissions/undergraduate
http://linkedin.com/school/nyuschack
http://x.com/NYUSchack

